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PRESENTATION OF THE LORD                                                              FEBRUARY 2, 2020  

LITURGICALLY SPEAKING World Day for Consecrated Life - February 2 
In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II instituted a day of prayer for 

women and men in consecrated life. This celebration is 
attached to the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on 

February 2nd. This Feast is also known as Candlemas Day; 
the day on which candles are blessed symbolizing Christ who 
is the light of the world. So too, those in consecrated life are 
called to reflect the light of Jesus Christ to all peoples. Please 

pray for all those who have made commitments in the 
consecrated life, and be sure to thank them on their special 
day. May they continue to be inspired by Jesus Christ and 

respond generously to God's gift of their vocation  
 

Prayer for Consecrated Persons 
 

God our Father, we thank you for calling  
men and women to serve in your Son’s Kingdom as 

sisters, brothers, religious priests, consecrated virgins, 
and hermits, as well as members of Secular Institutes.  

Renew their knowledge and love of you,  
and send your Holy Spirit to help them respond 

generously and courageously to your will.  
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

2/2     Presentation of the Lord 
Known originally as the Feast of 
the Purification of the Blessed 
Virgin, the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord is a 
relatively ancient celebration. 
The feast celebrates the 
presentation of Christ in the 
temple at Jerusalem on the 40th day after His birth. 

 

2/3 St Blaise, Bishop, Martyr 
He was bishop of Sebaste and was 
martyred, probably early in the fourth 
century. Devotion to him spread 
throughout the Church during the 
Middle Ages. He is particularly 
invoked for disorders of the throat. 
 

 St Ansgar or Oscar (- 865) 
He is known as “the apostle of the North.” His diaries 
are an important documentary source for early 
Scandinavian history. 
 

2/5     St Agatha 
She was martyred at Catania in Sicily, 
probably during the persecution of Decius 
(250-253). Devotion to her was 
widespread in the Church in the earliest 
times and she is mentioned in the Roman 
Canon of the Mass. 
 

2/6 St Paul Miki (1564/6 - 1597) 
He was born in Japan between 1564 and 
1566. He joined the Society of Jesus and 
preached the gospel to the Japanese 
people with great success. When a 
persecution of the Catholics arose he was 
arrested together with twenty-five others. 
Mocked and tortured, they were 
eventually taken to Nagasaki on 5 

February 1597, bound to crosses and 
speared. 
 

2/8      St Josephine Bakhita (1869 - 1947) 
Josephine Bakhita was born in Sudan. 
Kidnapped when still very young, she  
experienced the cruelty of slavery as she 
was sold several times in slave markets of 
Africa. Finally she was rescued by an Italian family and 
brought to Italy where she not only became a Christian 
but also felt the call to consecrate her life to God as a 
sister. She joined the Canossian Daughters of Charity 
and lived the rest of her life at Schio, a small village 
near Vicenza. She died on 8 February, 1947.  

Feast of St. Blaise  - Monday  February 3  
The custom of the blessing of throats will take place at 
the end of all masses. Masses are celebrated at 6:00 AM, 
7:00 AM, 8:00 AM and 7:00 PM. 

 

POPE FRANCIS TWEETS 

 

The Gospel calls us to be close to the poor 
and forgotten, and to give them real hope.  

In today’s society, in which forgiveness is so rare, 
mercy is ever more important. 


