
 

  Stories Combined by Theologian J.P.L. Lubek  

Jesus was apparently born on September 11th 3 B.C. Revelation 12:1-5 (KJV): And there appeared a great wonder 

in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 

And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. And there appeared another wonder in 

heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And his 

tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman 

which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. And she brought forth a man child, 

who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. The Greek 

word for “wonder” in verse 1 means “sign” and God’s Word declares that there will be a sign in the heavens when 
Mary went into labor and gave birth to Jesus Christ. The Word of God is written across the heavens and in the stars. 

The signs of the Zodiac were originally not used in astrology but each one signified a characteristic of the life and 

ministry and kingship of Jesus Christ, the promised Savior and Son of God. The sign of the women that the Bible is 

referring to here is to the constellation Virgo. Revelation 12 further states that this woman was “clothed with the 

sun” another celestial body. The sun, as it appears to travel through the ecliptic each year, enters into the mid-body 

between the neck and the knees of the constellation Virgo, clothing her with the sun for approximately a 21 day 

period during any given year. In the year 3 B.C. which we later show by other celestial events in the heavens to be 

the year of the birth of Jesus Christ, the sun was in this position from August 27th through September 15th. 

Revelation also declares that “the moon was under her feet.” With these two specific details, we can pinpoint the 

birth of Christ very precisely. In 3 B.C. the sun and the moon in Virgo occurred on only one day and that was 

September 11. The configuration of the sun and the moon was visible in Palestine between sunset and moonset, this 
twilight period being called “night” in the Bible. On September 11, 3 B.C., sunset was at 6:18pm and moonset at 

7:39pm. Jesus Christ was born on September 11, 3 B.C sometime in that eighty-one minute span of time between 

6:18pm and 7:39pm. Amazingly this corresponds to Tishri 1 on the Jewish Calendar which is the First day of the 

festival of the Feast of Trumpets. We will discuss the wonderful significance of this in a minute but I also wanted to 

share that was another significant astronomical display on September 11, 3 B.C. From sunset of September 11, 3 

B.C. to September 11, 3 B.C. Jupiter and Regulus could be seen approaching conjunction before dawn. Although the 

precise astronomical conjunction occurred on September 14, the angle of observation and Jupiter’s slow apparent 

motion would have made their close rendezvous obvious as early as the predawn hours of Thursday, September 12, 

within hours of the Messiah’s birth. At that time the king planet Jupiter could be seen approaching the king star 

Regulus in the constellation of Leo, the sign of Judah from whose seed the Messiah, the promised seed came. 

Exactly one month before (on August 12) the world would have witnessed the close conjunction of Jupiter 

(reckoned astrologically as the Father) and Venus (the Mother) when they were only .07 degrees from one another 
when they appeared as morning stars on the eastern horizon. This was a very close union. But then, nineteen days 

later (August 31), Venus came to within .36 degrees of Mercury in a very similar astronomical display. Then, on 

September 11th, the New Moon occurred which represented the Jewish New Year. This happened when Jupiter (the 

King planet) was then approaching Regulus (the King star). And, on September 14, Jupiter and Regulus came to 

their first of three conjunctions in this extraordinary year. Then, over an eight month period, Jupiter made its 

“crowning effect” over the King star Regulus. There could hardly have been a better astronomical testimony to the 

birth of the new messianic king from the Jewish point of view. Why? Because every one of these celestial 

occurrences I have mentioned happened with the Sun or planets being positioned within the constellation of Leo the 

Lion (the constellation of Judah — from whence the Messiah was destined to emerge) or in Virgo the Virgin. The 

apostle John may have seen importance in these extraordinary occurrences when he symbolically showed that Jesus 

was born at the New Moon of Tishri, the Day of Trumpets (Revelation 12:1–3). Jesus Was Born on the Day of 
Trumpets If one can realize that the New Testament shows Jesus born on the Day of Trumpets (the first day of 

Tishri ― the start of the Jewish civil year) an impressive amount of symbolic features emerge on the biblical and 

prophetic scenes. Before the period of the Exodus in the time of Moses, this was the day that began the biblical year. 

It also looks like this was the day when people were advanced one year of life ― no matter at what month of the 

year they were actually born. Notice that the patriarch Noah became 600 years of age “in the first month [Tishri], the 

first day of the month [later to be called the Day of Trumpets]” (Genesis 8:13). That was the very day when “Noah 



removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry” (v. 13). This was not only 

Noah’s official birthday, it became a new birth after the Flood for the earth as well. 

Summary of Conjunctions of Planets ("wandering stars"), Constellations and Stars: 

Meanings, Interpretations, Timetable, Other Astronomical Events Near Time Of Christ's Birth 

 

Jupiter = Planet of Kings, Righteousness, The Messiah 

Venus = The Mother Planet 

Saturn = Planet Protector of the Jews 

Mars = Planet of War, Aggression, Danger 

Mercury = Planet of Speed, Messenger, Deception 

Regulus = Star of Kingship, Chief Star of Leo 

Day Star = The Star in the Head of the Infant in "Coma" visible in daylight for 300 years 

Leo = Constellation of Kings and of Tribe of Judah 

Pisces = Constellation of Nation of Israel 

Virgo = The Virgin 

 

What is this criteria you ask? Well, the cosmic counterparts for the Jesus and Mary are the Sun and the Virgin 

constellation. There is a correlation between the “Son” and the “Sun” as well as the “Virgin” and “Virgo.”  On 

September 11, 3 BC, the Sun is in the Virgin (Virgo) and the Sun is parallel to the womb. Also on this day there was 

an alignment of Jupiter, Neptune, Mars, and Venus. This alignment would have looked tremendously bright and 

thick to the observer and it could have appeared as a “changed” star.  

 

 ‘Star of Bethlehem’ 

12th Night, January 6 

Posted in Astronomy, Scripture, tagged Star of Bethlehem on January 5, 2010|    

This past Sunday was the feast of the Three Kings which used to land predictably on January 6th, not a day when 

everyone went to Church, but the 12th day of Christmas, marking the end of the Christmas celebration. As I listened 

to the readings, I felt a certain awe about the astronomy of it. Not but that all the stars of all nights belong to God, as 

I have already said, but because if it really is true that Jesus was born on September 11 of 3 BC, on which evening 

the Sun shone in the constellation Virgo with the crescent Moon gleaming by its feet, then I must acknowledge that 

God orders the universe in even more minute detail than I had ever imagined. I have read Revelations 12:1-3 

hundreds of times; I know of various interpretations, and I know that truth always has many levels of contact and 

meaning. Certainly Mary is the Virgin clothed with the Sun, and our miraculous Image of Guadalupe is not the only 

one with the crescent Moon at her feet. But that is not all. 

Wait; I am speaking in riddles. Let me explain. 

The zodiac 

The constellations are imaginary pictures drawn around the natural, but purely visual, groupings of the stars. As the 

year goes by, these constellations rise and set with the seasons, and at a given time of each year, the sun stands 

directly between us and one or another of these twelve. Astrologers, imagining that the stars are fixed in the sky and 

that the Sun moves through them as it goes round the earth, will say that the Sun sits within one of the 

constellations. 

https://marydaly.wordpress.com/2010/01/05/12th-night-january-6/
https://marydaly.wordpress.com/category/astronomy/
https://marydaly.wordpress.com/category/scripture/
https://marydaly.wordpress.com/tag/star-of-bethlehem/


Not every constellation lies in the path of the sun, however, even its imaginary path. The Big Dipper, for example, is 

always so far in the northern sky that the path of the sun never passes near its stars. The constellations that lie “in the 

path of the Sun” are called the zodiac – and many of them are animals of the celestial zoo – a lion, a crab, and so 

forth, but also the twin boys Castor and Pollux, Virgo the virgin, and so forth. 

So in September, the Sun passes through the constellation Virgo. 

The Moon also crosses the sky in the same basic path as the Sun’s because it orbits the earth in such a way as to pass 

through the zodiac; the Moon therefore appears from night to night with different parts of the zodiac in its 

background. In September, when the Sun is “in” Virgo, the Moon must also be in Virgo part of the time, for the 

New Moon is always “near” the Sun in the sky. All this is ordinary astronomy; nothing unusual. 

Revelations 12:1-3 

Now, Rev 12:1-3 says that “a great sign appeared in the heavens, a woman clothed with the sun and the Moon at her 

feet and on her head was a crown of 12 stars.” This is John’s vision. It never crossed my mind that it might be an 

astronomical reference to the sky on the night of the birth of Jesus. For one thing, I assumed that every culture had 

its own names for the constellations, and that Virgo would not be known to St. John anyway.  

But Greek and Hebrew culture did intersect, and Virgo was a virgin constellation in both cultures. Therefore it could 

be that Rev 12:1-3 is actually a description of the starry sky on a particular date. 

Indeed, on the 11th day of September in 3 BC, the Sun lay within Virgo, as if illumining the virgin from within, and 
at her feet, the crescent Moon shone briefly before setting. Furthermore, in 3 BC, September 11 was Rosh Hashanah, 

the Jewish New Year’s Day that celebrates the creation of the world and the recreation of life after the flood of 

Noah. 

As we have already indicated, it lies within the scriptural time frame for the birth of Jesus, and, as a birthdate for 

Jesus, it provides an awesome glimpse into the detail and humor of God’s handiwork. It is none of the dates so 

eagerly offered for his birth by merely superstitious astrologers, but it is its own date, chosen from the creation of 

the universe as the perfect moment for the birth of Jesus and symbolically recorded in the vision of St. John. 

Each detail comes from the hand of God as if it were the main story – no by-products, no mere embellishments; each 

thing created in its own unexpected perfection. Such were my thoughts for this feast, leading to a deepened sense of 

providence. 

 

http://www.askelm.com/star/star006.htm

